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What is 
PrimTEd?



PrimTEd

• Mathematics 
knowledge 
for teaching 
at primary 
school



Credits for 
maths

B.Ed (FP)

B.Ed (IP)



Primary Teacher Education
(PrimTEd) Results



South African Initial Teacher Education

Vision

is professionally organized and respected as it offers high quality 
programmes for teachers entering primary schools.

This is the case because the contributing academics involved in initial teacher education for 
primary schooling

❶ Set, monitor and improve ITE curriculum standards (used to inform curriculum design);

❷Collaborate in various research collectives that design, trial and research learning and teaching 
materials for use in ITE courses; and

❸ Annually evaluate the quality of their ITE programmes by assessing student teachers to reflect 
on

• student intake (thereby pitching at the right level); and
• student knowledge at exit level (thereby improving the quality of courses offered) 



First Additional language

• English

PrimTEd knowledge & practice standards

MRTEQ

PrimTed TESTS

PrimTEd 2.0

Item bank development 

for:

• L&L: English

• Mathematics

PrimTEd 3.0

Test management are 

administration for

• L&L: English

• Mathematics

Test development for 

• African languages (x9)

Home languages

• isiZulu, isiXhosa, siSwati, 

isiNdebele

• Sesotho, Setswana, Sepedi

• Xitsonga, Tshivenda, 

Afrikaans

Mathematics

Course design research collectives

African languages 4 

primary Teachers

• isiZulu, isiXhosa, 

siSwati, isiNdebele

• Sesotho, Setswana, 

Sepedi

• Xitsonga, Tshivenda, 

Afrikaans

NMI Literacy

School-based isiXhosa 

English literacy (incl. 

reading)

English4Primary Teachers

• English

Mathematics 4 primary 

teachers 1.0 

(3 modules, 6 HEIs)

Mathematics 4 primary 

teachers 2.0 

(6 modules, 9 HEIs)

Awaiting DHET publication

NMI Maths

School-based isiXhosa 

English maths

UFH Bilingual B.Ed

(NMI) 

Sesotho isiZulu Reading 

Project (SIRP)

• Sesotho

• isiZulu

• English









Next steps

• Item bank aligned to PrimTEd maths standards 2023-2024

• Piloting 5 versions of the test across participating universities 2024

• Rasch analysis and instrument refinement 2024 to produce standards-based reports

• Administer PrimTEd mathematics across participating universities 2025-2029



Maths4 Primary Teachers

2019 - 2021
Maths Intensive (UJ and CPUT)

2022
Maths4Primary teachers: Emergent Number Sense
(UJ, CPUT, UFH, TUT, Rhodes, WSU)

2023 
Maths4Primary teachers: Emergent Number Sense
(UJ, CPUT, TUT, Rhodes, WSU, UKZN, UniZulu)
Maths4Primary teachers: Adding and subtracting 1 
(CPUT, UKZN)
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2. Mzi Krexe, Jogymol Alex, Bafundi Mapisa and Faith Hlungulu (WSU), 

3. Zonia Jooste, Sharon Mc Auliffe, Rose Brien, Byron Abrahams (CPUT), 

4. Erna Lampen (Stellenbosch), 

5. Lynn Bowie, Corin Mathews, Hamsa Venkat  (WITS), 

6. Xoliswa Lydia Mbelani , Pam Vale, Lise Westerway, Samu Chikiwa, Thabisa Booi (Rhodes), 

7. Zingiswa Jojo (UNISA), 

8. Kathleeen Fonseca, Jerry Maseko, Emmanual Libusha (UJ), 

9. Rajen Govender (UWC), 

10. Beverley Williams, Nondwe Ngibe, Karen Hackman, Kim Porteus (UFH), 

11. Lynn Kok (Unizulu), 
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13. Susan van Harmelen (Varsity College)
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15. Ravindraw Bappoo, Glynnis Daries Jeffrey Thomas (SPU), 

16. Kaashief Hassan, Gary Powell, Zain Davis (UCT), 
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Authentic texts
Based on ALS (Cliff et al. ) “Tea test”. 
University entry

• Vocabulary, 

• Separating the essential from the non-essential, 

• Inference, metaphorical expression and text 
genre, 

• Editing and 

• Understanding the communicative function of 
sentences 

Persuasive language
Based on CALS (Uccelli et al.)
(Grades 4-8)

• Connecting Ideas, 

• Tracking Themes, 

• Organizing Texts,

• Breaking Words, 

• Comprehending Sentences,

• Interpreting Epistemic Stance Markers, and

• Understanding Metalinguistic Vocabulary



Persuasive language Authentic texts



Combined: Persuasive language and authentic texts









Next steps
• Item bank aligned to PrimTEd English (FAL) standards 2023-2024

• Piloting 5 versions of the test across participating universities 2024

• Rasch analysis and instrument refinement 2024 to produce standards-based reports

• Administer PrimTEd English across participating universities 2024-2028

• Formally convene an African languages collective to PrimTEd design tests for African language (HL) standards 2024

• Design and pilot instruments for African languages  2024

• Rasch analysis and reporting 2025

• Administer 2024-2028

• English4Primary teachers is in concept phase

• African languages4primary teachers is seeking funding. 
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This presentation has been developed through the 
Teaching and Learning Development Capacity 
Improvement Programme which is being 
implemented through a partnership between the 
Department of Higher Education and Training and 
the European Union.

nicky@kelello.org


	Slide 1: Primary Teacher Education (PrimTEd) Results
	Slide 2:  The Quality of Primary Mathematics Teacher Preparation in SA    Findings from PrimTEd 
	Slide 3: What is  PrimTEd?
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10
	Slide 11
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14
	Slide 15
	Slide 16
	Slide 17
	Slide 18
	Slide 19
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Slide 23
	Slide 24

