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Academic Achievement and Socioeconomic Status
US School Districts, 2009-2016
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What role does schooling play in educational inequality

AThree views:
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ASchools produce and exacerbate inequality

ASchools have little effect on inequality; schooling outcomes
simply mirror larger social inequalities



What do average test scores tell us about
educational opportunity?

1.

Average test scores differences are not solely the result of differences ir
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school, afterschool, and K2 schooling experiences

They arenot measures of intelligenceut of performance (so are affected
by what students have been taught and have learned and how motivate
they are to perform on standardized tests).

Test performance isot the only educational outcome we care alduit
It IS a reasonable proxy for the extent of opportunity.




Average Third Grade Test Scores (Math and Reading Averaged), US Public School Districts, 2009-2016
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Mean grade 3 test scores, in grade equivalent units

® 2.5 or more grades above
® 1510 2.5 grades above
® 1to 1.5 grades above
0.5 to 1 grades above
0to 0.5 grades above
0.5 to 0 grades below
» 110 0.5 grades below
e 1.5to 1 grades below
2.5to 1.5 grades below
® 2.5 or more grades below
missing



Data (http://seda.stanford.edu)

AAverage districtevel standardized test scores (on state accountability tests
A 13,000+geographischool districts (including local charter schools)
AGrades 3B
AMath & Reading/English Language Arts (ELA)
A20092016 (13 cohorts of students entering kindergarten in 202012)
ABY race/ethnicity and economic disadvantage
ABased on ~330,000,000 test scores
AScores are placed on common scale across states, years, and grades

ADemographic data
AFamily characteristics (of families with children in public schools)
AFrom American Community Survey (ACS)
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Academic Achievement and Socioeconomic Status
100 Largest US School Districts, 2009-2016

* 100 Largest Districts
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Academic Achievement and Socioeconomic Status, Grade 3
US School Districts, 2009-2016

e Chicago
e 100 Largest Districts

National Average
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Academic Achievement and Socioeconomic Status, Grade 4
US School Districts, 2009-2016
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Academic Achievement and Socioeconomic Status, Grade 5
US School Districts, 2009-2016
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